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“Before | tell you what happened, Mom,
remember...The Lord will never give
you more than you can handle.”




+”) THOUGHTS FROM THE REV..

Grace and Peace to you all as we move into second gear... and start revving up for the actvities and
ministries of the fall

=

The Youth and Kingdom Kids will meet on Tuesday this year. They haven't had theiwr planning meenng yer
but 1 look forward to being involved with the youth and kids as much as possible. We are even talking about a
meeting or two in the “Duke” room — the man-cave at the parsonage.

will be starting on September 10, We are offenng one in the moming
from 10-12 and one in the evening from 7-9 each Thursday. Please go ahead and sign up so we can get our
order to The Upper Room. [ believe you will enjoy this tme of spinitual formation as we seck to rediscover
and uncover ways God is working i and through us and how we can be more mtentional abour allowing thar
to happen on a more constant basis.

i ... boy does that sound excinng. (3:00-4:30) This is NOT a church
conference or 3 town hall meeting. It is a tme to get to know each other and to talk about ways to help
reclaim our identity and write a covenant on how we want to treat each other. We have four weeks scheduled
for this but it may only take a couple. 1 don’t want to drag it out but I do want to give us time enough to talk
about us. .. the church.

; - wgregations. .. This is part of the Sunday afternoons with the pastor except
W wﬂl bc 1.'1510n.|.11g with points mnde in I‘h{: sermon that was preached that moring. These visioning points
will be sent to the committees that deal with each of the areas of ministry for further discussion and
implementation of those visions, Putting our vision into practice will help us © become a more fruitful and
welcoming congregation.(Look for the dates and ropics in the Up-Coming Events Section of the newsletter.)

1 ; Crnative ; b ce... Monday evenings at 7500 bcgmnmg September 21,
We have had an aitc:mure wnrshlp taskforce workmg ever since | came here... really it met before 1 got
here. We have been meeting regularly. .. almost weekly. .. trying to create a worship experience that will
connect people o God and God to people. We have gone through several rehearsals, Some have gone very
well while ar least one not so well. But we have leamed something with every tnmal and every step. We
continue to pray and sinve to offer the very best we can to those who will come to worship. Please keep us in

Yorur prayers.

Pine Grove on Faccbook... Yep! It is true! Yep! It is radical! Yep! We just may find God n it. Here 13 the
oblem... 1 can't explain this one to you. 1 do computers but 1 know absolutely nothing about Facebook

other than it being some sort of social network. But Greg Hall has set the scouts up on it (and at 15 working
bevond his expectations) and he is in the process of setting up the church for a trial ran. This is cutting edge
and cxciting. What if we could reach hundreds of people through this new technology... wouldn’t that be a
wonderful thing. (Yes, there will be rules for use and the church administrators will have veto power over
who to aceept as a friend. And if there is the potental of it getung out of hand it can be pulled down
immediately). But isn't it EXCITING#2?

- IONS. .. are coming up. This year we are looking to see how we can implement
the Bishop’s vision for our conference — our church. This includes reaching his vision in 3 years; 300,000
members in WNCC, 30,000 in worship each Sunday; 3,000 volunteer misston teams sent out for Christ; M)
revitalized churches; 30 new congregations planted in our conference; all done in 3 years. Our part i ths
vision, at least, is to FOLLOW JESUS, MAKE DISCIPLES, and TRANSFORM THE WORILD.
* +
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With our increased emphasis on being a more fruitful congregation the outcome should produce some
benchmarks by which we can measure our increased fruitfulness. Pethaps we can use the Bishop’s thoughts
and apply them to the ministry of our church. Vision with me on how that might look...

In Three Years:

300 in Worship each week
150 new members in three years
175 in Sunday School
3 mussion teams
3 new small group ministnes
3 new Sunday School Classes

What would you like to add as a vision?

Let me know so that we all can share the vision. . ..

Remember this is not about the numbets, It s about the people behind the numbers and our faithfulness to
God's calling upon our church and our own discipleship. So, let’s get to praying, Let’s get mnvolved. Let's get
committed. And let’s get to work for the kingdom of God. And let NOTHING STAND IN OUR WAY! i
you think this can’t happen open your Bible and read: “All things are possible with God.” Believe it and
live it. Thank you for your willingness o share your vision, to share the vision, and live the vision. Your
willingness to try the new 1s so refreshing — scary — biblical - and excinng,
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Administrative Council

The Administrative Council of Pine Grove United Methodist Church met on Tuesday August 4, 2009 with 22 people in
attendance.

Jean Darden called the meeting to order and opened with a devotion and prayer.

The minules of the last meeting were read by Ann Culberson. A motion to approve the minutes as read was made,
seconded and passed by Council vote.

L

Pastor's Report (Steve Martin);

Dr. Martin complimented the Church on the success of the 150™ Anniversary celebration. He updated the Council on
plans he has to get to know the church and for us to get to know each other, and create a common vision. This fall there
will be a series of “Sunday Afternoon with the Pastor” sessions. Beginning September 20 through October 11, the topic
will be a discussion of “Longing to Belong™. Then, October 18 through November 15, the topic will be “Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations™ these will be the subject of Dr. Martin’s sermons during the same time period and will give
members an opportunity to expand upon them in the afternoons. Dr. Martin plans to begin bible studies on September 10.
There will be a morning and an evening study, “Companions in Christ”, facilitated by the pastor. Sign up sheets for the
bible studies will be available soon. Also, on November 22, a Thanksgiving service will be held. Dr. Martin urged the
Coungil 1o promote and support all these activities.

Committee Reports:
Trustees (Homer Craig): There was no report; however, Noelle Shutt brought up the need for more volunteers to assist
with “Safe Sanctuary” duty, and suggested Sunday School classes consider assisting with this on a periodic basis.

Finance Committee (Eddie Scott): The balance in the operating account is $15,918 as of 80272009, All conference and
district apportionments are currently paid. and all invoices are current. The balance of the Land Fund as of July 31 is
$6,445 (18 monthly principle and interest payments of $358); the balance in the Capital Improvements Fund is $2.704 (3
monthly principle and interest payments of $756).

Space Committee (Jim Mabry): The Committee has cleaned out the area behind the Alter. They also held a work day
where they cleaned out the Youth office, and the closets in the Fellowship Hall and the Before & After School. Another
work day is planned to clean up at the Hope House and Meeting House. There was some discussion about the possibility
of using the Meeting House as an outreach mission, for people who are in need of temporary housing due to fires and
other natural disasters.

Before and After School (Peggy Sizemore): The school’s enrollment is full for the upcoming year. The annual
Pumpkin Sale will begin September 29, with the arrival of the pumrrkim. Everyone is encouraged to support this effort;
help was especially requested for unloading the pumpkins on the 297,

Bereavement Committee (Peggy Sizemore):  The Commitiee responded to Tom James™ family after the death of his
mother with a deli tray and plant.

Weekday School (Margaret McLeod): The Summer Fun program had 48 participants. The school currently has 61
students enrolled for the upcoming year; their goal is to have 70 by the time school starts on September 8. Teachers will
be reporting on August 31,

History and Missions (Polly Caudle): History books prepared for the 150™ Anniversary are still available. Also, there
are a few of the commemorative ornaments left for sale at $11 each. The Heifer Project and the Lenten boxes were
successful moneymaking projects, and the Operation Christmas Child shoe box project will be coming up. Help is needed
at the processing centers in Boone and Charlotte. Volunteers must be at least 13 years-old; registration for volunteers
began August 3. Also, there will be another Mission Trip to teach Bible School and do work projects for the Navajo
Indians in Arizona from July! through 13, 2010. The cost will be approximately $750 per person. There was also
discussion about the Armenian shoe box project. Boxes of designated items or lpose collections of school supplies are
needed.
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Dear Church Family,
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Greetings from the Before and Afier School Program. We are well underway
with the new school year. | always look forward to greeting all the familiar faces
cach vear as well as welcoming new students and their parents 1o our program. It
does not take long for new friendships to develop. The Before and After School
Program is truly a wonderful mission!!!!
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Miss Courtney has rejoined us for another year. She is currently attending
Forsvth Tech and is working on her Elementary Education degree. The children »
love Miss Courtney!!!!!! Mary Manning will continue to volunteer in the °
homework room each afternoon. We are blessed 1o have each of them apart of @
our program. | would like to thank Kelly Hale for the addition of computers to
our room. He continues to always keep on top of our computer needs. THANK
YOU KELLY!!!
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Currently we have 25 students enrolled. The children enjoyed our first fun
Friday, which seemed 10 be welcomed by all who had their first full week of
school. The children did a bookmark craft. We also celebrated our first
“Birthday Friday.” This is a celebration of all birthdays, which is held the last )
Friday in the month, Celebrating birthdays in August were:

Ethan Ebert 813

Deyanna Jones 8/14
Ben Riddley 8/10

@ @@ 0 & ¥

Celebrating Birthdays in September are:
Noah O"Neal 9/15
Jordan Kimel 9/18
Haleigh Gates 9726
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We are well underway with homework as well. The children are now getting
adjusted to being back in school and the homework routine. With many exciting
things planned for the children to enjoy, 1 have no doubt we will have a
wonderful year.

8 F g ® FF

Thank you for yvour continued support of the program.

Linda
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NEWS FROM UNITED METHODIST WOMEN {r
September, 2009

OUR PURPOSE: The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be a community of
women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through

JESUS CHRIST; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship: and to expand coneepts of mission
through participation in the global ministries of the Church.

CIRCLE MEETINGS

The Sue Rollins Cirele will meet September 9th at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor. Devotions
will be led by Linda Kite. The program, *World Thank Offering” will be led by Linda
Kite. Hostess is Dee Anne Fortescue.

The Gertrude Alspaugh Circle will meet September 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor.
Devotions will be led by Michele Roberts. The program. “World Thank Offering” will
be led by Michele Roberts. Hostess is Diana Young,

FALL NUT SALE - It will soon be fall and time to think about holiday entertaining and
baking. The United Methodist Women will be selling an assortment of nuts including:
Almonds, Cashews, Peanuts, Pecans, Pistachios and Mixed nuts. Also available are an
assortment of chocolate covered covered items such as Peanuts, Raisins, and Bndhc Mix.
Please see the members of the UMW to place your order by Friday, September 257 or use
the order form found in the bulletin. The nuts will be delivered in late October.

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 11-13, Several of our members will be attending the UMW Annual
Conference at Lake Junaluska.

October 6 and 9. We will be making Chicken Pies.

October 24. UMW Fall Bazaar in the Fellowship Hall.

November 13. Hospitality Dinner in the Fellowship Hall United Methodist
JOIN US years in
All women of the church and community are invited to join the M Ii%!EN -

United Methodist Women. Both circles meet regularly each month.
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