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COMMUNITY DAY
JULY 25, 2009
BLOOD DRIVE
GAMES FOR CHILDREN
FREE HOT DOG LUNCH
ENTERTAINMENT

JULY 26, 2009

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP
BISHOP LARRY GOODPASTER om""*"
SPECIAL ANTHEM COMMISSIONED BY CHOIR

JOSEPH MARTIN, COMPOSER

COVERED DISH LUNCH

CONCERT
2:00 P.M.
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NEWS FROM UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
July, 2009

OUR PURPOSE: The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be a community of

women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through

JESUS CHRIST; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission
e e el

| through participation in the global ministries of the Church.

CIRCLE MEETINGS

The Sue Rollins Cirecle will meet July 8" at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor. Devotions will be
led by Kathleen Sprinkle. The program will be “Food Security™.

The Gertrude Alspaugh Circle will meet July 9™ at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor. Devotions
will be led by Evelyn Groce. The program, “Food Security™ will be led by Peggy
Sizemore. Hostess is Burlee Jones.

UPCOMING EVENTS

On Thursday, August 13, we will have a joint Circle Meeting and pot luck supper
celebrating the culture and gifts of Native Americans. Please bring a pot of food that
comes from your culture and heritage and bring the recipe card to share with others. Also
bring your own (non-paper, non-foam) plate, silverware and glass to use as a way of
valuing God’s Creation. We will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

The next UMW Executive Board Meeting is Thursday, July 23, at 7:00 p.m. in the
History Room.

United Methodist

JOIN US 140 os

All women of the church and community are coars 1
invited to join the United Methodist Women. M ISSION g
=

Both circles meet regularly each month. 1869 - 2009
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WHAT DOES PINE GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH MEAN TO ME

Soon after our family moved to the Jonestown Road community (1950), we were invited to attend Pine Grove
United Methodist Church by ocur immediate neighbors: the William Farmer family, the Bruce Dickerson family
and the Walter Hogue family. My sister and I soon made friends with many children our age in ocur “new”
church. We especially enjoved Sunday School and looked forward 1o Bible School during the summer. Edith
Farmer and Gladys Hogue, our Sunday School teachers, awarded a silver dollar to each child who recited the
books of the Bible without assistance. It was an achievement we were all proud to have earned.

Sunshine Boxes were made by members of the church for my sister during her long hospitalization. The
Sunshine Box contained individually wrapped gifts {dolls, stuffed toys, coloring books and crayons, puzzles,
and some sweet treats). Sara Thomas and Ruth Spach did all the assembly work on the boxes. Our family was
touched by the kindness extended to our family by the church during this time,

When 1 was growing up, Pine Grove was the heartbeat of the community. Christmas time was always so
special at church. The church was decorated so beautifully with a huge tree placed at the front of the sanctuary.
For many vyears, a Children’s Christmas program was held on the last Sunday evening prior to Christmas. All
children, dressed in their very best, recited memory verses and sang Christmmas carols. At the end of the service,
gifts and Christmas treat bags were handed out. Today, we still have a beautiful Christmas tree and a
beautifully decorated sanctuary. The iree is adorned with hand-made religious ornaments made by the
women/youth of our church and the altar is beautiful with all the poinsettias. Today’s youth will look back with
fond memories of what their home church looked like at Christmas.

I was baptized and joined Pine Grove at age 12, ( Art Chamblee, serving pastor); married Jim Neace July 30,
1966 in the old church (Roy Grant, serving pastor); and our daughter, Mary Beth, was born August 7, 1973,
baptized, September 1973 (Dwight Pyatt, serving pastor).

In the following vears, our family enjoyed and participated in many church activities: softball team, choir,
UMW, served as teachers in the Children’s Sunday School program and served on various committees.

We worshipped at other churches for 19 vears and returned to Pine Grove in January 2007, Sylvia Wilhelm was
serving as pastor at that time. Jim and I were overwhelmed by the warm reception we received when we
returned to Pine Grove. 1 have never felt so loved.

Our family is grateful for the spiritual support and kindness we have received from the church during my
mother’s extended illness. We have welcomed the visits and the cards. My mother especially enjoyed
participating in the Senior Citizens Program, trips she made with her church friends and loved being a part of
the chicken pie-making events!

I am especially grateful for the opportunity to have grown up at Pine Grove and to have had some wonderful
role models for christian living.

Special memories: Mr.Falls (Byron’s father) handing out juicy fruit gum to the children after church; summer
Revivals, hearing the * Bodsford Sisters” sing (Barbara, Carolyn, Janice, Linda, Joan); hearing my sister Sharon
sing at church when she was in high school; keeping coel in church during the summer with the fan-on-a -stick;
Homecomings, Choir Fund Raisers, end-of-season softball socials, and listening to the Hand Bell choirs (adult
and youth). Pine Grove has always been blessed with wonderful choir directors and we are especially fortunate
to have Beverly Myers who provides beautiful and inspirational music for our congregation.

Pine Grove is the heartbeat of our family.

Kathy Wells Neace, daughter of Sam and Martha Wells (May 2009)
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