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“CONNECT”

Connect with God!
Connect with Us!
Connect with a Place to Serve God!

Over the next months you will hear this word “CONNECT” a great deal. Every time you hear it |
want you to think of the three ways this word “connect” weaves its way through our thinking and
touches our lives. When you hear that word also imagine Michael
Angelo’s “Creation of Adam” pamting. Notice that God is
reaching down to Adam and Adam is reaching up to God. They
are making the connection. And the connection creates life.

Every program, every small group, everything we do should be
done with this undergirding thought: Will what we are about to do
satisfy these three goals? Connect people with God... Connect
people with Us... and Connect people with a Place to Serve God. If not, we should RETHINK our
motivation. If so, we are on the nght track. Furthermore, we should take a look at what we are
already doing to make sure the “Connection” is infused into our purpose.

So the Key Word 1s CONNECT

And
The Key Question 1s

Are WE Making the Connection?

[ also want to ask us all to make another connection. .. that is to connect with the persons setting on
our pew in worship each Sunday. The reason for this is that it speaks of our care for them. Know
who 1s there and when they are not there. Let them know they were missed. And by all means
contact them when they are missing for a couple of weeks. Let them know we care. Another person
you need to connect with on your pew is the visitor... someone you don’t know. Introduce yourself,
welcome them and get to know them. Hand them the guest register and have them fill it out. Talk
with them after the service. Introduce them to me in the narthex. Introduce them to persons around
you. Be RADICAL. CARE!!

Another kind of connection we need to make 1s to invite our friends - who are not going to church
or are unhappy where they go — to come and share in the joy we are finding here at Pine Grove. Do
you know that over 90% of people join a church because they were invited by a friend. Our goal this
year is to receive 50 new members. We have our work cut out for us. We all have a part to play. We
all are part of the Body of Christ. What do ya say... let’s join Jesus and bring others into the journey
to the miracle.

Grace and Peace

Steve
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“Let’s Get Together”

This year our program will focus on creating communities with women, children and
youth. Our theme “Let’s Get Together!” calls us to come together regardless of our age
groups, cultural backgrounds, economic situation, education levels and family
backgrounds to form a rich community of women to use our combined efforts to expand
our mission work and our community within and outside of the church.

Today people in our local community and around the world are experiencing economic
hardships. Please plan to join the community of United Methodist Women as we explore
how to expand our community women and our mission work in the local and global
community helping to meet the needs of a hurting world.

The Sue Rollins circle meets the 2" Wednesday of every month at 10:00 am in the
church parlor.

The Gertrude Alspaugh circle meets the 2™ Thursday of every month at 7:00 pm in the
church parlor.

Our first program will be “For the Love of God: John’s Letters”. The program focuses
on John’s message of Love in his letters and allows each of us to reflect on how love is
the foundation of community, relationships and our work together as women of mission.

Michele Roberts
UMW President

Knitting/Crocheting Group

One of the ways we are expanding our mission this year is a Knitting/Crocheting group.
One of our projects will be knitting/crocheting caps and blankets for the NUCU unit at
Forsyth Memorial Hospital. We are also looking into knitting/crocheting hats for cancer
patients and sweaters for World Vision.

We will have an organizational meeting on Monday January 18™ at 10:00 am and 7:00
pm. You can attend either meeting based on your schedule. If you do not knit or crochet,
but have always wanted to learn, now would be a great time to learn. Come join others
who can share their experience and talent. Come join a community working together in
fellowship for mission.

Spiritual Growth Retreat
Anyone interested in going to the Spiritual Growth Retreat June 18" and 19" please
contact Linda Kite by January 15", This is a wonderful experience at Lake Junaluska.




@ & 8 @& @& & & @ 8 *

GATHER

WORSHIP
T

O
LEARN
TO
LEAD

WINSTON-SALEM DISTRICT
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24™ 2010 (SNOW DATE, JANUARY 31°7)
2:30-5:30 P.M.

NEW HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5125 SHATTALON DRIVE

PPR - Dr. Medlin

Faith, Prayer and Healing — Margaret Johnson, WXII

For Parents & Grandparents: Children and Loss — Katie Cyre, Music Therapist
Hispanic Community — Our Methodist Heritage — David Ortigoza

UMW: Let’s Get Together — Sandy Letchworth — District President

UMM: What We’re About — Robert Bryan, Eddie Foster

Ministries with Youth and Young Adults — Caroline Wood, WNCC

Mission Bus Tour of WS/Plan of Action — Rev. Maria Edmonds, Centenary UMC
Emergent Worship (Clergy & Laity) — Dr. Jill Crainshaw, WFU Divinity School
Faith and Money — Rev. David Snipes, UM Foundation

Basic Lay Speaking Session One — Dr. Terry Matthews, Maple Springs UMC

The brochure is attached to this newsletter and has been mailed via USPS to all clergy, lay
leaders and church administrative assistants. It is also on the district web-site,
www . winstonsalemdistrictumc.org.

Pre-registration is required for childcare, Basic Lay Speaking and the mission bus tour.

Questions: dcooke@wnccumec.org, (336) 727-1222.
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