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WHAT IS THIS SMALL GROUP STUFF? 

WHAT ARE THEY TRYING TO DO TO US? 

Well, I know there are questions out there – so let me try to ease your mind.  

HOW DID THIS GET STARTED? 

Back last fall we had a series of afternoons with the pastor – everyone was in-

vited to come – in which we talked about you, and me, and we talked about a 

five week sermon series we were doing on the “Five Practices of Fruitful Con-

gregations.” Out of those discussions and the study came some revealing facts 

about us as a church. 

We did not have a plan to reach out to bring people into the church. 

We did not have a plan of what to do with them when they got here. 

We didn’t even have a plan of how to get to know other people in our church 

or a way to nurture them or be nurtured ourselves. 

We did not have an intentional way to grow deeper in our faith. 

 

From the knowledge that we lacked intentional planning to make these things 

happen we decided that we wanted these things to happen in our church. The 

next logical step was to asked how can we make them happen. The answer was 

“It can happen more readily through small groups since small groups allow for 

greater diversity, quicker action, and less intimidation to new folks.” Small 

groups would provide a good place for new people to plug into the ministry of 

the church, and more quickly feel a sense of belonging. 

 

From this we formed the “Nurture Committee” to help us develop this ministry. 

The Nurture Committee decided that there are three overall goals we wanted 

to accomplish through each small group: 

Connect with God -  that is intentionally seek to grow our faith 

Connect with each other – that is intentionally seek to get to know each 

other more deeply – nurture one another in our need – make room for 

each other’s unique abilities and interests. 

Connect with those in the community who need the grace of God that is so 

much a part of the life of our church – that is invite your friends, fam-

ily, neighbors, and others to find belonging in our fellowship and walk 

with them as they come to belong. 
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Now, that doesn’t sound all that scary does it? To me it sounds positive and exciting and affirming. To 

me it speaks of the elements which help build the church into a place where welcome is written all over 

our faces and underscores all that we do. 

 

WHAT IS IT GOING TO REQUIRE OF ME? 

We are asking that each small group meet once a month to care for one another, reach out to others, 

and grow in faith. Each group may choose to do all of these three things differently. That is one of the 

things that make these groups so special – they have ownership of their own group. A normal group 

might meet in someone’s home for snacks, a devotional period, and discussion of what they want to do to 

bring people into the church, make any assignments to be carried out before the next meeting, pray and 

adjourn. Other groups may want the growth in faith part of their group to be that their group joins the 

small group Bible study the pastor leads each year, or a devotional led by a member of the group. 

 

What is required is that you love our church, want our church to grow, want to grow in your faith, want 

to nurture one another, and want to have fun doing all these things. I sincerely believe that God is in 

what we are doing and leading our church to a brighter future filled with God’s grace and power. 

 

And finally, yes we want you to be part of a group because we believe it will be good for us all. 

 

Grace and Peace 

 

Steve 
 

Thoughts From The Rev… 
This has been a strange month for me with the death of my father. My dad had been sick with Alz-

heimer’s for over two years and had come to the point where he didn’t know us, didn’t know himself, and 

at times had that very disturbing look of fear and distrust in his eyes. I believe that was the most dis-

tressing of all – to see that look and know that he might be afraid.  

Anyone who knew my dad prior to the onset of this terrible disease knew him as a very kind and gener-

ous man who cared deeply and worked very hard for the people he served. He was a good pastor who 

was gifted in many ways. I will miss the man before the disease. I will miss his counsel, his example of 

Godly living, that strong – firm handshake and that tender hug. 

I was touched by the compassionate comfort and care of a loving church, wonderful friends, many 

church members down through the years, and colleagues who served with us for many years. We have 

truly been blessed by you in more ways than you will ever know. Thank you for being there for us. You 

made a real difference. 

 

Grace and Peace 

 

Steve & Shirley 
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AUGUST CALENDAR OF OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Each Sunday 

  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.   Worship 
     

Each Monday 

7:00 p.m.  Cub Scouts 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
August  3 6:30 p.m. UMYF meet in fellowship hall 
August  7   Small Group 8 
August  8 4:00 p.m. Small Group 9 
August  8 7:00 p.m. Small Group 10 
August 10 5:30 p.m. UMW District Meeting 
August 17 7:00 p.m. Administrative Council 
August 19 6:00 p.m. UMW Salad Bar Dinner 

 

     

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August  4  Mark & Kathy Joyner 
August  6  Mike & Miriam Fuller 
August  7  Steve & Shirley Martin 
August 10  Mike & Linda Kite 
August 12  James & Hilda Cox 
August 15  Greg & Joanne Hall 
August 21  Dennis & Melba Tesh 
   Mark & Cindy Ellis 
August 27  Jim & Rebecca Meade 
August 31  T. L. & Peggy Griffith 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
August  1 Renee Aldridge 
  Homer Craig 
  Margie Weavil 
August  2 Joan Fulk 
  Clyde Holcomb 
  Lisa Hale 
August  3 Dennis Tesh 
August  4 Mary Bost 
  Vivian Flowers 
August  5 Mattie Bondurant 
  Sandra Jackson 
August  6 Colton Bodenhamer 
  Evelyn Bodsford 
  Renee Howard 
August  7 Alton Jones 
  Jacob Fuller 
August  8 Tori Bodenhamer 
  Erica Abshire Hall 
August  9 Hoyt Hughes 
August 11 Janice Foster 
August 13 Stephanie Kimel 
August 14 Maude White 
August 15 Chris Smith 
  Kathy Neace 
August 16 Sarah Smith 
  Clark Pugh 
August 17 Byron East 
August 18 Larry Hunter 
  Claude Smith 
  Scott Pugh  
August 20 Blake Mauney 
August 22 Don O’Neil Swaim 
August 25 Jean Crutchfield 
  Evelyn Groce 
August 27 Lauren Zimmerman 
August 30 Wilma Falls 
  Carolyn Joyner 
  Rennie Smith 
August 31 Eunice Blackburn 
  Ruby West 
  Eddie Young 
  Brenda Foster 
 



 5 

 

 
            

                 

August, 2010 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 

 

PROVIDE BREAD FOR  VISITORS 

August  1 Mary Council 
August  8 Melanie Niblock 
August 15 Lisa Hale 
August 22 Peggy Sizemore 
August 29 Peggy Williams 

 

USHER SCHEDULE 

August  1 Roy Spach, Head Usher 
  Chris Council 
  Butch Hogue 
  Dee Fair 
  Brent Shutt 
  Joe Hughes 
August  8 Tom Mahannah, Head Usher 
  Scott Pugh 
  Eddie Scott 
  John Fonda 
  Calvin Tanner 
August 15 Roy Spach, Head Usher 
  Chris Council 
  Butch Hogue 
  Dee Fair 
  Brent Shutt 
  Joe Hughes 
August 22 Tom Mahannah, Head Usher 
  Scott Pugh 
  Eddie Scott 
  John Fonda 
  Calvin Tanner 
August 29 Roy Spach, Head Usher 
  Chris Council 
  Butch Hogue 
  Dee Fair 
  Brent Shutt 
  Joe Hughes 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

August  1 Heather Rorke 
August  8 Linda Houle 
August 15 Elizabeth Green 
August 22 Robin Pugh 
August 29 Terri Newell 
 
                    (Continued in next Column) 

(Continued from last column) 

 

SANCTUARY ASSIGNMENT 

August  Richard & Shirley Shutt 
 

GREETERS 

August  Willing Workers Class 
 

SECURITY 

August  Searchers Class 
 

CRISIS CONTROL ITEM 

August  Grits or Oatmeal 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

August 25, 2010 by 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY 

Sunday School classes meet every Sunday morn-
ing at 9:45 a.m.    The classes are listed below: 

 

Asbury Class is studying “Old Testament Stories 
from the back Side” by J. Ellsworth Kalas. 

 

Friendship and Willing Workers are studying 
the Adult Bible Studies Series. 

 

Searchers are studying selected verses from the 
Bible. 

 

Wesley Patchwork Class has begun a study of 
Hebrews. 
 
Please choose a class and come join the fellow-
ship. 
 
We also have classes for the youth and Children. 
 
STUDY IN PSALM—A short term study  group 
will meet in the History Room each Sunday 
through  August..  Everyone is welcome to join 
this short term study.  We especially invite people 
who do not regularly attend Sunday School.  This 
class is facilitated by Peggy Williams. 
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                                                               ITEMS OF INTEREST 

 
UMYF NEWS-SpiritUs is August 20—22.  departure from the church parking lot will be approximately 9 
a.m. on August 20 and we will return at approximately 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, August 22. 
 
UMYF NEWS—We will resume our regular UMYF meetings Tuesday, September 7th at 6:30 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m.  We are looking forward to seeing everyone.    Dennis & Jennifer 
 
THE JONESTOWN CIVIC CLUB is having a fundraising breakfast on August 21 from 8:00 a.m to 
11:00 a.m.  There will be pancakes, sausage, bacon, juices, tea, etc.  The cost is $5.00.  Please come and 
bring your friends and family and help support our club which supports the community. 

 
 PINE GROVE T-SHIRTS—As part of the campaign for STOP HUNGER NOW a special design was 
created to go on tee shirts.    Extra shirts have been ordered and they are in the church office.  Wearing the 
shirt is a neat way to show who lives in your heart, and where you go to learn more about him.  Large and 
XL sizes are $10.00 each.  Sizes 2XL and 3XL are $12.00 each.  The church office is open from 8:30 a.m. 
until 3:30 p.m.  
 
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP—The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets on the 4th Monday of 
each month in the Conference room of Sedge Garden UMC, Kernersville at 7:00 p.m., telephone 817-4626 

Cross and Flame 
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YOUR SPECIAL ATTENTION NEEDED!!! 

 

 
 
August 3, 2010 
 
Dear Church Family and friends, 
 
I have always found it to be that United Methodist people, once told the true situation, step up to 
quickly handle the problem with grace and understanding.  I believe that will be the case as we share our 
present circumstance with you. 
 
We have upcoming expenditures to make, less income than projected, and a reporting error that was not 
caught until there was not enough cash available to meet current obligations.  The reporting error came 
about in relation to how we handled payroll taxes. 
Eddie Scott explains: “Church staff, Weekday School staff, and Before/After school staff use the same 
payroll tax ID number, even though each is responsible for paying its own payroll taxes. Before 2010, 
payroll tax deposits were made by check, so each wrote a check for its own taxes out of its own funds, 
and the church submitted all three payments. Beginning in 2010, the church was required to change the 
way it made payroll tax deposits, and must now submit them electronically, rather than by check. Be-
cause of this change, only one payment can be made, so the church now submits one combined pay-
ment and receives reimbursement from the Weekday School and Before/After school for their respec-
tive portions. Once reimbursements are received, the church deposits these funds back into the General 
Fund bank account.” 
 
Eddie continues: “Contributions reported in the bulletin reflect total deposits to the bank, to include 
not only weekly congregational giving, but also the payroll tax reimbursements discussed above, as well 
as other reimbursements. The year-to-date contributions received reported in the Aug 1st bulletin incor-
rectly reflect $173,492.94. The correct amount is $152,997.97, which positions us $19,015.65 under the 
budgeted amount of $172,013.62. Although current expenses through this time period have fortunately 
also been under budget, there are still current and upcoming expenditures that need to be made and not 
enough cash available to make them.” (After this letter was drafted, contributions for Sunday, Aug 1st totaled 
over $12,000.) 
 
The Finance Committee is revising the weekly financial reporting to reflect a more accurate and infor-
mative picture of our financial situation. This revision should be complete relatively soon.  We apolo-
gize for not catching this error sooner. In addition, the Finance Committee will be discussing the matter 
at its next meeting, this week. 
 
As many of you know, summer months can sometimes place a strain on the finances of any church; we 
are no exception.  Please do what you can to step up to meet this need. Thank you for caring in this 
special way. 
 

Grace and Peace 
Steve Martin, Pastor 
Eddie Scott, Finance Committee Chairperson 
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STUDY BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 12TH 

Max Lucado unpacks the incredible message of John 3:16, ILLUMINATING ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED 
Scriptures in the entire Gospel. This study will help us to more deeply understand God’s love for us. We will begin 
on Sunday, September 12 and run consecutive Sundays at 5:00pm – 6:30pm for 12 weeks.

 

                                                                                                                

 

                                               

                  SIGN ME UP!!! 
 
NAME _________________________________________________________ 
PHONE: _____________ EMAIL ___________________________________ 
 
Tear off and mail to the church office, place in the offering plate, or email me @ smar-
tin5@triad.rr.com to sign up. Books are in the Narthex. The cost is $10.00 each. We have 25 signed up 
so far… and room for many more.  

Sign up today and let’s start our preparation for this great time of study and renewal. Lucado says: “if you know 
nothing of the Bible this is a good place to start. If you know everything about the Bible this is a good place to 
return.” The more I study the more I am looking forward to this study. Please come join us. You’ll be glad you 
did.  PLEASE NOTICE THE CHANGE IN THE SCHEDULE 
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